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I. BACKGROUND:

The purpose of this letter is to outline the COLA automated process executed by NC
FAST and provide procedures for handling the COLA mass change updates.

Effective January 1, 2019, SA beneficiaries will receive a 2.8% cost-of-living increase in
their RSDI/SSINA benefits. This letter explains how the increase will affect SA benefits
for individuals in facilities and the procedures for counties to follow.

SA In-Home (SA-IH) cases are exempt from counting the COLA until April 2019 after the
new Federal Poverty Levels are published. No action related to the COLA is needed for
SA-IH cases until further notice.

11. SOCIAL SECURITY AND VETERAN'S CHANGES DUE TO COLA ADJUSTMENT

A. RSDI/SSI

Effective January 1, 2019, recipients of RSDI and/or SSI will receive a 2.8%
COLA increase in their monthly benefits.

B. SSI Federal Benefit Rate (FBR)

Effective January 1, 2019, the SSI federal benefit rate (FBR) for an individual will
increase to $771.00 per month.

C. Veteran's Benefits (VA)

Effective January 1, 2019, most recipients of Veteran's benefits will receive a
2.8% COLA increase in their monthly benefit.








